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The Widow 
by John Grisham 

 
 

1. At the start of the novel, how did you view Simon Latch? Did you find him to be a 
sympathetic character, a frustrating one, or something else entirely? How did 
your feelings about him evolve as he went from a greedy schemer to a wrongly 
convicted man? 

 
2. How does Simon, a burnt-out and disillusioned lawyer, compare to other 

protagonists you might have encountered in this genre? Do you think his mid-
career crisis makes his ethical collapse more believable or compelling? 

 
3. The revelation that Netty Barnett’s fortune was a fabrication is a major turning 

point. How did this twist affect your experience of the story? Did you see it 
coming, and how did it change your perspective on Simon’s motivations and 
Netty’s character? 

 
4. Simon feels trapped by career burnout and financial pressures, which leads him 

down a disastrous path. Think about a time when you’ve felt intense pressure, 
either professionally or personally. How did you navigate that situation, and what 
do you think separates a justifiable compromise from a decision that crosses a 
moral line? 

 
5. The novel shows how quickly a public narrative can form, like the “greedy lawyer” 

story that convicts Simon in the court of public opinion before he even enters a 
courtroom. Have you ever witnessed a situation where a simplified story took 
hold, regardless of the full truth? How does this aspect of the book connect to our 
modern world of social media and 24-hour news cycles? 

 
6. A key subplot involves a hospital and a law firm covering up a serial killer’s 

crimes to avoid liability and protect their profits. What does this part of the story 
suggest about the tension between corporate ethics and public safety? 

 
7. What is the significance of Simon’s secret apartment, which he calls “The 

Closet”? How does this physical space function as a symbol for his psychological 
state, his isolation, and his pattern of deception? 
 

These questions were taken from https://www.supersummary.com/the-widow-
grisham/book-club-questions/ to enhance your discussion of the book.   

https://www.supersummary.com/the-widow-grisham/book-club-questions/
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 
 

Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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