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1. How thought-provoking did you find this book? Did the story change your
perception of nail salons in any way?

2. Ning chose to have all staff wear name tags reading ‘Susan’ to spare the
mispronunciation their actual names. What did you think about this idea?

3. The salon handles any dissatisfied clients by offering a service for $10.00. Do
you think this is an effective business strategy?

4. In what way do you think Ning’s previous career as a boxer helped her navigate
the nail salon business?

5. Were you disappointed the cause of Ning’s missing finger was never revealed?
Did you develop any theories about what happened?

6. How did the secondary characters impact or influence the main character(s) or
story? Did you have a favourite ‘Susan’?

7. The story was told over the course of a single day during which many customers
visited the salon. Were there any that you found particularly memorable?

8. In what ways does the novel explore class and privilege between Ning and her
clients?

9. What do you think happens between Rachel and Ning after the conclusion of the
novel?

These questions were created by Clarington Library, Museums & Archives staff to
enhance your discussion of the book.
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Author Biography

Souvankham Thammavongsa is the author of four poetry books and the short story
collection, How to Pronounce Knife, winner of the 2020 Giller Prize and 2021 Trillium
Book Award. Her stories have won an O. Henry Prize and appeared in The New
Yorker, Harper's Magazine, The Atlantic, The Paris Review, and Granta. Pick a
Colour is her first novel. (Penguin Random House Biography)

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use

Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability
calendar, and submit a request.

Booking a Kit
e Booking may be made up to a year in advance.
e Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability.
e Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to
confirm your booking.
e Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date.

Terms of Loan
e 12 copies are included in each kit.
6-week loan period.
No renewals.
Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location.
Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an
exterior drop box.
All items are checked out to one person’s card.
e The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for:
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item.
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