
 

Book Club in a Bag 
Discussion Questions 

Wild Dark Shore 
by Charlotte McConaghy 

 
 
1. The story is set in a world similar to others, but more ravaged by climate change. Is 

this a look into our potential future, or do you feel the world-building is more of a 
separate reality from ours? 

 
2. Why was Shearwater chosen to hold the world’s largest seed bank? 
 
3. Dominic’s wife, Claire, died in childbirth, which devastated his family. Let’s discuss 

why Dominic took his family to Shearwater after her tragic passing. 
 
4. When we read Dominic’s perspective, we learn that he’s hallucinating that Claire is 

speaking to him. Was this a form of trauma, and not fully processing her passing? 
 
5. Eventually, Dominic and his family are the only ones left on Shearwater. Until Rowen 

washes up on shore one fateful day. What were your thoughts on Rowen’s first 
interactions with the family? 

 
6. Everyone is holding secrets, which results in consequences later. Why didn’t 

Dominic come forward with the truth about Rowen’s husband, Hank Jones? How 
might that have changed what unfolded in the story? 

 
7. When did Dominic and Rowen start to bond and form a connection? Did their 

romance ring true and make sense to you? Or were you not sold by it? 
 
8. Rowen’s backstory includes the fact that she was in charge of her younger siblings, 

and her youngest brother died in a drowning accident, which Rowen felt was her 
fault. This is one reason she didn’t want to have children of her own. But she does 
find herself bonding with the Salt children. How did being around the Salt children 
help Rowen put her guard down? 

 
9. Dominic and Rowen chose each other, and plan to all leave the island together. 

However, the discovery of Hank and Orly’s attempt to rescue him changes 
everything. What were your thoughts on the climax and Rowen sacrificing herself to 
save Orly? 

 

These questions were taken from https://bookclubchat.com/books/book-club-questions-
for-wild-dark-shore-by-charlotte-mcconaghy/ to enhance your discussion of the book.   

https://bookclubchat.com/books/book-club-questions-for-wild-dark-shore-by-charlotte-mcconaghy/
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 
 

Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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